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STATUS OF U.S. SANCTIONS
AND OTHER TRADE RESTRICTIONS ON CHINA
In the weeks before departing, the Trump administration imposed a number of new
sanctions and similar export measures targeting specific Chinese entities. In this article,
the authors describe these measures, beginning with sanctions on Communist Chinese
Military Companies. They then turn to recent sanctions related to Hong Kong, human
rights, and corresponding export restrictions. They close with notes on the Chinese
recent blocking rule, which is intended to counteract U.S. measures.
By Darshak Dholakia and Melissa Duffy *
With President Biden newly inaugurated and his
administration settling into its first months, all eyes are
on China. The U.S.-China trade relationship was a
major focus of the prior administration, with President
Trump implementing tariffs on almost all imports from
China, escalating the use of export controls to ban many
high-profile Chinese companies from receiving U.S.
technology/software/goods, and implementing new types
of targeted sanctions against various entities and
individuals in China. Although President Biden already
has taken an abrupt departure from many of his
predecessor’s policy in topics such as the climate change
and immigration, some level of continuity is expected on
the topic of China relations. This issue has received
strong bipartisan support in Congress, and new
administration officials have indicated their intent to
take a tough stance against China.1

President Biden focused the first months of his
administration on tackling domestic problems such as
the pandemic and the economy, and there were not many
radical departures from the policies implemented by the
prior administration. The Biden administration now has
begun modifying certain foreign policy actions taken by
the prior administration, including a number of new
restrictions imposed by former President Trump on
Chinese entities in the weeks before his departure. As
the administration shifts focus to trade relations, it is
expected there will be a reevaluation the specific tactics
used, with perhaps more tailoring of specific measures,
and more of an effort to build multilateral support
among allies, but while maintaining a strong stance.2

————————————————————

Questions for the Record to the Honorable Janet L. Yellen
(January 21, 2020). Available at:
https://www.finance.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Dr%
20Janet%20Yellen%20Senate%20Finance%20Committee%20Q
FRs%2001%2021%202021.pdf.
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In response confirmation hearing questions, Secretary of the
Treasury Janet Yellen described China as: “America’s most
serious economic competitor. Strategic competition with China
is a defining feature of the 21st century. China poses challenges
to our security, prosperity, and values.” See Responses to
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See, e.g., Thomas Friedman interview with Joseph Biden,
December 2, 2020, quoting Biden: “‘I’m not going to make any
immediate moves, and the same applies to the tariffs,’ he said.
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